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Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland picks
David Louis Norr as its new chief curator
Published: Saturday, March 26, 2011, 9:00 AM     Updated: Monday, March 28, 2011, 11:05 AM

As a child growing up in Cleveland

Heights and Beachwood in the 1970s,

David Louis Norr remembers being paid

a nickel by his grandparents to stay

quiet on regular trips from the East

Side suburbs to museums in University

Circle.

Now, as a veteran curator of

contemporary art who originally trained

to be a sculptor, Norr is returning to

his hometown to become the new chief

curator of the Museum of

Contemporary Art Cleveland.

"I'm so happy about it, I'm honored,"

Norr said Friday, speaking from

Tampa, Fla., where he has worked for the past six years as chief curator for the Institute for

Research in Art/Contemporary Art Museum at the University of South Florida, Tampa.

Norr said he's thrilled about the construction of the new, $26.7 million MOCA building in University

Circle, which will anchor the Uptown housing, retail and entertainment district.

"I love the idea of being part of an institution that's on the verge of major change and growth,"

he said.

Museum director Jill Snyder said Norr was chosen from a field of 51 applicants in a search process

that lasted several months.

7

7

5

4

3

Most Active Users What's this?

More Arts

Most Comments Most Recent

Arts stories with the most comments in
the last 7 days.

Vandals damage crucifix-in-
urine photo at French art
exhibit

Former Sarah Palin aide
writing tell-all book

Cleveland artist Chris Pekoc's
ingeniously cluttered
workspace inspires him

Director of Cleveland
Orchestra's Miami residency
leaving for N.C. Symphony

ArtCares Fundraiser Saturday
more urgent as help for AIDS
fades

Sign in | Register for free Site Search Search Local Business Listings

 

Brought to you by:

Home News Business Sports Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Rentals Classified Ads Shopping

Search for keywords, people, locations, obituaries, Web ID and more...

Entertainment

Entertainment Events Movies Dine/Drink Music TV Arts Books Friday! Going Out Living Travel Taste Style More

http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2011/04/leukemia_drug_is_just_one_of_m.html#incart_hbx
http://blog.cleveland.com/updates/2011/02/clevelandcom_android_app_now_a.html#incart_hbx
http://www.facebook.com/clevelandcom#incart_hbx
http://twitter.com/share?_=1303157816210&count=horizontal&original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html&text=Museum%20of%20Contemporary%20Art%20Cleveland%20picks%20David%20Louis%20Norr%20as%20its%20new%20chief%20curator%20%7C%20cleveland.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html%23cmpid=v2mode_be_smoref_face&t=Museum%20of%20Contemporary%20Art%20Cleveland%20picks%20David%20Louis%20Norr%20as%20its%20new%20chief%20curator%20%7C%20cleveland.com&src=sp
javascript:void(0)
javascript:OpenWindow('http://www.cleveland.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf?'+location.href,490,510);
http://blog.cleveland.com/ent_impact_arts/print.html?entry=/2011/03/museum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html
http://media.cleveland.com/ent_impact_arts/photo/norrjpg-46c56d910f1eb3cf.jpg
http://connect.cleveland.com/user/slitt/index.html
http://connect.cleveland.com/user/slitt/index.html
http://www.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/art/index.html
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/04/vandals_damage_crucifix-in-uri.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/books/index.ssf/2011/04/former_sarah_palin_aide_writin.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/04/the_artists_studio_chris_pekoc.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/musicdance/index.ssf/2011/04/director_of_cleveland_orchestr.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/onstage/index.ssf/2011/04/artcares_fundraiser_saturday_m.html#incart_mce
http://ads.cleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/arts/article/L22/1133298491/Rectangle/CLEVELANDLIVE/LivNat33_CL_Entert_Rect/LucindaWilliams_AmosLee_osn_300x250-0413.jpg/672f6542335532545842304143586a49
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/03/museum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html#MostCommented
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/03/museum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html#MostRecent
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/04/vandals_damage_crucifix-in-uri.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/books/index.ssf/2011/04/former_sarah_palin_aide_writin.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/04/the_artists_studio_chris_pekoc.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/musicdance/index.ssf/2011/04/director_of_cleveland_orchestr.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/onstage/index.ssf/2011/04/artcares_fundraiser_saturday_m.html#incart_mce
http://www.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/index.ssf/2011/03/museum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html
https://signup.cleveland.com/register/?return_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html
https://signup.cleveland.com/sign-in/?return_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Farts%2Findex.ssf%2F2011%2F03%2Fmuseum_of_contemporary_art_cle_4.html&option=Facebook
http://ads.cleveland.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/arts/article/L22/222519577/Leaderboard/CLEVELANDLIVE/Tric11_CL_RoS_Lead/vision_728_90.gif/672f6542335532545842304143586a49
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/arts/article/L22/739350350/SiteSponsor/CLEVELANDLIVE/ExpertEx01_CL_ROS_SiteSpons/sc2748.html/672f6542335532545842304143586a49?739350350
http://www.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/news/
http://www.cleveland.com/business/
http://www.cleveland.com/sports/
http://www.cleveland.com/interact/
http://www.cleveland.com/jobs/
http://autos.cleveland.com/
http://realestate.cleveland.com/
http://realestate.cleveland.com/for-rent/
http://classifieds.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/shopcleveland/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/
http://www.cleveland.com/events/
http://www.cleveland.com/movies/
http://www.cleveland.com/dining/
http://www.cleveland.com/music/
http://www.cleveland.com/tv/
http://www.cleveland.com/arts/
http://www.cleveland.com/books/
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/
http://www.cleveland.com/goingout/
http://www.cleveland.com/living/
http://www.cleveland.com/travel/
http://www.cleveland.com/taste/
http://www.cleveland.com/style/
http://www.cleveland.com/siteindex/index.ssf?/siteindex/content/site_entertainment.html


Share this story PrintEmailStory tools

 

Previous story
Cleveland State University art professor
Qian Li in spotlight at Sculpture Center in
Cleveland

Next story
The 'Lure of Painted Poetry' exhibition at
the Cleveland Museum of Art forges new
understandings of Japanese and Korean

art

 

0 Comments Feed

"David's merits rose to the top of what I would consider the most impressive list of candidates

MOCA has ever considered," Snyder said. Norr's local roots -- he's a graduate of Beachwood High

School -- are another plus.

Norr will succeed Margo Crutchfield of Akron, who served the past eight years at MOCA and who

organized a string of important exhibitions, many of which dealt with social themes.

Crutchfield's shows included contemporary Israeli photography and video, recent works by New

York artist Marilyn Minter and the first major American museum exhibition devoted to the

contemporary English artist Sam Taylor-Wood.

Crutchfield said she's taking time off to refuel before deciding on a fresh direction in her work as a

curator and expert on contemporary art.

"I'm leaving all horizons open," she said. "I'm not actively seeking projects, but I will."

Norr, 37, will start work in Cleveland on May 2. He is married to Julie Weitz, a painter, who

teaches at USF-Tampa.

Norr grew up in Cleveland Heights and Beachwood, and his family has lived in the Cleveland area

for three generations. He is the son of Dr. Sigmund Norr, a pediatrician who works at the

Cleveland Clinic, and Nadene Norr. His sister, Rachel Levinson, also lives in Beachwood with her

husband, Dr. Michael Levinson, and their three sons.

Moving back to his roots was the farthest thing from Norr's mind when he traveled to Cleveland

recently to work as guest curator of a solo exhibition on the sculptures of Miami artist Teresita

Fernandez.

Watching Norr work with Fernandez convinced Snyder he'd be perfect for the new MOCA position.

"We got to observe him in action before he was a candidate," Snyder said. "He was a consummate

professional. He's very gracious and confident about what he does."

Snyder said it was particularly important to her that Norr collaborated closely with contemporary

artists in the creation of new work during residencies at the USF-Tampa Graphicstudio as part of

his overall responsibilities.

Norr said that his work as a curator is informed by his own work as a sculptor. He earned bachelor

of fine arts and master of fine arts degrees in sculpture at the University of Colorado, Boulder,

and the Tyler School of Art at Temple University in Philadelphia, respectively, in 1998 and 2001.

"I realized when I was an artist that I was rare, because I liked other artists and I liked their

work," he said. "I always had a penchant to want to organize exhibitions and wanted to provide

context and conversation and discussion."

Related topics: David Louis Norr, Institute for Research in Art Contemporary Art Museum,
Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland, University of South Florida Tampa
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