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Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland picks
David Louis Norr as its new chief curator
Published: Saturday, March 26, 2011, 9:00 AM
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"I'm so happy about it, I'm honored,"
Norr said Friday, speaking from
Tampa, Fla., where he has worked for the past six years as chief curator for the Institute for
Research in Art/Contemporary Art Museum at the University of South Florida, Tampa.
Norr said he's thrilled about the construction of the new, $26.7 million MOCA building in University
Circle, which will anchor the Uptown housing, retail and entertainment district.
"I love the idea of being part of an institution that's on the verge of major change and growth,"
he said.
Museum director Jill Snyder said Norr was chosen from a field of 51 applicants in a search process
that lasted several months.
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"David's merits rose to the top of what I would consider the most impressive list of candidates
MOCA has ever considered," Snyder said. Norr's local roots -- he's a graduate of Beachwood High
School -- are another plus.
Norr will succeed Margo Crutchfield of Akron, who served the past eight years at MOCA and who
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organized a string of important exhibitions, many of which dealt with social themes.
Crutchfield's shows included contemporary Israeli photography and video, recent works by New
York artist Marilyn Minter and the first major American museum exhibition devoted to the
contemporary English artist Sam Taylor-Wood.
Crutchfield said she's taking time off to refuel before deciding on a fresh direction in her work as a
curator and expert on contemporary art.
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"I'm leaving all horizons open," she said. "I'm not actively seeking projects, but I will."
Norr, 37, will start work in Cleveland on May 2. He is married to Julie Weitz, a painter, who
teaches at USF-Tampa.
Norr grew up in Cleveland Heights and Beachwood, and his family has lived in the Cleveland area
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for three generations. He is the son of Dr. Sigmund Norr, a pediatrician who works at the

"tudefit" recognized as a
featured cleveland.com user

Cleveland Clinic, and Nadene Norr. His sister, Rachel Levinson, also lives in Beachwood with her
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husband, Dr. Michael Levinson, and their three sons.
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Moving back to his roots was the farthest thing from Norr's mind when he traveled to Cleveland
recently to work as guest curator of a solo exhibition on the sculptures of Miami artist Teresita
Fernandez.
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Watching Norr work with Fernandez convinced Snyder he'd be perfect for the new MOCA position.
"We got to observe him in action before he was a candidate," Snyder said. "He was a consummate
professional. He's very gracious and confident about what he does."
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Snyder said it was particularly important to her that Norr collaborated closely with contemporary
artists in the creation of new work during residencies at the USF-Tampa Graphicstudio as part of
his overall responsibilities.
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Norr said that his work as a curator is informed by his own work as a sculptor. He earned bachelor
of fine arts and master of fine arts degrees in sculpture at the University of Colorado, Boulder,
and the Tyler School of Art at Temple University in Philadelphia, respectively, in 1998 and 2001.
"I realized when I was an artist that I was rare, because I liked other artists and I liked their
work," he said. "I always had a penchant to want to organize exhibitions and wanted to provide
context and conversation and discussion."
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